
St. James Leitrim 
Memorials 

 

 
Memorial Board Biographic Information 

Version 1.51      November 5, 2025  



  



  



William Carman ‘Bill’ Armstrong (1908-1997) 

• Wife of Jessie Armstrong.  They married on December 17, 1932. 

      



Jessie Isobel Armstrong (née Joynt) (1911-1988) 

• Wife of Bill Armstrong 

   

Jessie and Bill Armstrong 

I am always amazed by the way that humans can be led or affected by people that they don’t know or 

have barely even met. The way people live their lives as they think God would want them to live it, is a 

scenario that I could never understand or appreciate. 

That is until I met Jessie and Bill Armstrong. 

 

I was a member of St. James in the middle 1980’s. I had slowly and carefully worked myself into a 

situation that had me right on the verge of being part of the establishment. I was in 1988, in what I would 

call a pretender to management. Sometimes a parish council attendee and every Sunday I was a sidesman 

who greeted people when they arrived, collected and counted the offering. I was also getting involved 

with the creation of the weekly bulletin. 

 

I was enjoying the fellowship at St. James but admittedly was in crisis. After many years of giving I had 

finally got myself in a position where every time I went to church, my offering at the time was reasonable 

and acceptable. I could not however cover the Sundays I was not in attendance . It was beginning to 

cause me grief= I was always feeling ashamed and unworthy. Then a series of events occurred that 

changed everything. 

 

Bill and Jessie Armstrong had been regulars in church as long as I could remember.  

They would sit anywhere if need be but their favorite spot seemed to be on the south side of the church; 

3rd pew from the back. More often than naught thy would sit near the wall. Jessie right up against the wall 

with Bill sitting right beside her; shoulder to shoulder.  

 

In 1988 they stopped coming to church. After several weeks the reason was finally provided. Jessie was 

sick-VERY SICK! The rumor was that she was dying. Bill would not come without the love of his life and 

stayed home to care for her. 



After several weeks without them I was standing near the back where I usually stand just before the 

service started. Strangely I heard a knock at our door. Quite unusual as the door at that time was never 

locked. Someone must have clicked the button to lock it and when the door closed it was locked.  

Standing in the door way was Bill Armstrong. He was dressed to the hilt. Sports jacket, white shirt and 

tie, his best dress pants and shoes. Completely dressed in his finest for church. That whole generation 

was like that. You dress up to go to church, even if you were only there for a few minutes. My God did he 

come to let us know that Jessie had passed away? Before I could think or ignore anything more he stated, 

“I can’t stay! I have to get back to look after Jessie”! But we could not go any further until we gave our 

envelopes and brought our donations up to date.  As he told me that he put 8 church envelopes into my 

hand. Each with the same size cheque he and his wife always gave as an offering. They had covered their 

times absent from the church. Then, in a second, he was gone back to Jessie. 

I felt terrible! I couldn’t get through a couple of weeks and had no emergency. In Bill’s case, Jessie was 

dying and they still fulfilled their obligation. That was commitment.   

I wish I could say that from that time forward I covered all the Sundays even though I was not there some 

of the times. I cannot! Making a commitment like that cannot be done on a whim, a bet or a feeling of 

shame. It takes preparation and planning. 

Jessie passed away in November of 1988. We did not see much of Bill after that. He would come 

occasionally but it was rare. Bill passed away on January 6, 1997 and went to be with the love of his life. 

Their two boys , Brian and David, were a wonderful treat for them and must have given them much 

pleasure to see them grow into honorable manhood.  

Him and Jessie left behind six grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.  

 

At the end of 1988 I changed something in my commitment to donate every Sunday. I stopped planning 

for weekly donations and started to plan and prepare for the entire year. I would pick a sum that I would 

commit to for the entire year. I would attempt to pay by the month but the yearly amount was the figure I 

was determined to reach.  If I could not do it some month I had the rest of the year to get back on 

budget. This immediately took the pressure and the stress out of the whole procedure. Since January 1 

1989, I can honestly say that I have covered every Sunday’s offering-even the Sundays when I was not in 

church.  

 

Sincere thank you to Bill and Jessie Armstrong. They showed me what I was missing or doing wrong.  

There was no lecture, sermon or condemnation from them. They simply 

didn’t even know my name. They just went about their business and done what they believed God 

expected of them.  They had no idea that as they did so a young man was watching and he was taking 

notes. It is amazing how people just living their lives, can dramatically affect other people close to them. 

 

I have had other encounters with people that changed my view of the world based on the way they lived 

their lives bur Jessie and Bill were the first ones. I sometimes go to the church to pick something up or 

drop something off. I am in the building about 30 or 40 seconds.  

 

Every once in a while as I am leaving to go, I will scan my eyes over the south side of the church. I will 

concentrate on the 3rd last pew from the back-Jessie and Bill’s pew. I can still see them there. I realize I 

am only remembering. I am not delusional but sometimes they look so real I can feel that I can walk over 



and talk with them. I don’t of course. But as I walk out of the church and close the door, I have a smile on 

my face and this thought on  

my mind: The church is in good hands!   

God Bless and keep you Jessie and Bill. Thank you so much!  

 

Vic Wootton, 2024  

 

  



Mabel ‘Mab’ Bacon (née Langford) (1909-1992) 

• Founder of the ‘Little Helpers’ at St. James Leitrim and a member of the Ladies’ Guild. 
• While in Ottawa, they lived in Blossom Park 
• Wife of Francis James Harold Bacon (1898-1979) 

  

Bacon – Mabel, Peacefully at Saanich Pennisula Hospital 
on July 30, 1992 in her 83rd year after living successfully 
with cancer for many years.  Born in Halebank, 
Lancashire, England in 1909, she emigrated with her 
husband and two sons to Canada in 1948 where she lived 
in Pitt Meadows and Maple Ridge (British Columbia) 
before moving to Ottawa in 1957.  Upon her husband’s 
retirement from the Public Service in 1964, she settled in 
Sidney on Vancouver Island.  Predeceased by her 
cherished husband Harold in 1979 and by her sisters 
Irene and Margaret and brothers Lesley, Jack and Louis, 
she is survived by her two loving sons, Hugh and 
Nicholas and her dear sister Mary in England.  She is also 
survived by many nieces and nephews in England and her 
two wonderful grandchildren, Michael and David in 
Toronto.  A staunch member of St. Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, Sidney, B.C. and a stalwart member of the 
Ardmore Golf Club, Mab valued her many friends who 
provided such wonderful support  to her during her final 
months.  The family especially thanks Dr. Walsh as well 
as the staff of the Acute Care Wing of Saanich Pennisula 
Hospital for the wonderful care provided to our mother.  
Following cremation, there will be a graveside internment 
service at Holy Trinity Church, North Saanich on 
Thursday, August 6 at 3:00 p.m. and afterwards at St. 
Andrew’s Church Hall, Sidney.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations to Saanich Pennisula Hospital Foundation 
would be greatly appreciated.  Arrangements through the 
Memorial Society of B.C. and First memorial Funeral 
Service. 



Vernon Godfrey ‘Verne’ Baker (1915-2005) 

• Father of Elaine Goodhue, husband of Eletta Jessie Baker (née Patterson) (1916-1983).  They 
married on December 7, 1939, St. Laurent, Quebec. 

  



Cecil James Blake (1895-1989) 

• Husband of Lottie Blake.  They married on December 24, 1925. 
• The Blake family farm was originally located at the southeast corner of Hawthorne Road and Hunt 

Club Road until it was expropriated for the Greenbelt in 1961.  They then had a house on Elma 
Street in Kempark 

     



Lottie Edna Blake (née McLeod) (1905-2001) 

• Lottie was active in the St. James Ladies Guild particularly in the 1960s. 
• She was also involved with the Top Generation Club, Ramsayville 
• She was an elementary school teacher, including at Blossom Park Public School for several years. 

      

                                                                                                                                          Party on January 9, 1926  



Catherine Boyd (née Simpson) (1928-2022) 

• Wife of Ron Boyd.  Ron and Catharine married on February 2, 1952. 
• The Boyd family lived at Bank Street and Sieveright Road, behind Gloucester Presbyterian Church, 

demolished in 1990. 

         



Ronald Russell ‘Ron’ Boyd (1927-2007) 

• Husband of Catherine Boyd 
• The Boyd residence was on Bank Street at Sieveright Road behind Gloucester Presbyterian 

Church, demolished in 1990 

  



Gloria Briscoe (née Waugh) (1934-2017) 

• Wife of Tom Briscoe, mother of Peter & David Briscoe, both of whom were servers at St. James in 
the early 1970s. 

• Gloria was active in Ladies Guild and the Sunday School at St. James in the 1960s and 1970s. 

GLORIA BRISCOE 
NOVEMBER 22, 1934 - AUGUST 24, 2017 

Gloria Briscoe, loving spouse and mother. A gentle, kind, and happy soul. 

Passed away in her sleep Thursday morning August 24, 2017 at 83 years 

of age. Born in North Bay, Ontario, lived in Ottawa, Cheltenham England, 

Brockville, North Bay, Owen Sound, Surrey, Chilliwack,  Tumbler Ridge, 

and Mission. She will be missed by all who knew her. Gloria is 

predeceased by her spouse of 49 years, Thomas E. R. Briscoe. Gloria is 

survived by sons Peter and David Briscoe; sister Carol; and brother Billy. 

Gloria was a proud supporter and canvasser for United Way, Heart & 

Stroke Foundation, Cancer, and Autism. Burial to be 10:00 am September 

6, 2017 at  Hatzic Cemetery 34867 Cemetery Ave. Mission, BC. Flowers to 

be sent to Bakerview Crematorium 34863 Cemetery Ave. Mission, BC. 

Donations may be made to Autism BC 

 

 

  

 



Thomas Edmond ‘Tom’ Briscoe (1929-2001) 

• Husband of Gloria Briscoe, father of Peter and David 
Briscoe.  Tom and Gloria were married on August 21, 
1953 in North Bay, Ontario. 

 

  

 

 



Clifford ‘Kip’ Brown (1923-2004) 

• Husband of Wilma Brown.  They married in early August 1947. 

     



       



Wilma Ellen Brown (née Claridge) (1927-2010) 

• Wife of Kip Brown 
• Wilma was the St. James Treasurer and in charge of the Sunday School in the late 1950s. 

  



Lois ‘Adelle’ Clark (Williams) (1938-2001) 

• Wife of Ivor Williams (1931-2014), daughter of Harold & Lois Clark. 
• First cousin of Glenn Clark and Deb O’Brien. 
• Adelle was active in the Sunday School at St. James in the 1950s and played the organ. 
• Adelle married Ivor Williams on June 28, 1958 at St. Thomas the Apostle Anglican Church, Alta 

Vista Drive.  Ivor was a stock car driver at Lansdowne Park in the late 1950s and took up Guernsey 
dairy farming at Carsonby near Kars, Ontario, where they raised their family. 

   



  



Beverly Oneida ‘Bev’ Clark (née Wright) (1931-2018) 

• Wife of Ron Clark.  Ron and Bev married on August 27, 1953.  They first met at the ice rink in 
Brewer Park. 

• Ron and Bev were the parents of Robert ‘Rob’ and David Clark and Deb O’Brien. 
• Bev grew up in Old Ottawa South, near the west end of Glen Avenue 

  

 

 



Caroline Clark (née Cutts) (1885-1974) 

• Wife of Harold Clark Sr. and mother of Harold, Fred and Ron Clark and Iola Rostetter 
• Caroline was raised in Ellwood, on Bank Street just south of Ledbury Avenue, where her parents 

(Timothy Cutts 1827-1904 and Jane Birtch 1846-1923) operated a farm and a store.  Following 
Timothy’s death, Jane assumed the position of first postmaster of the Ellwood Post Office. 

• Caroline first married James Samuel Irvine on October 31, 1906, but their marriage was short lived 
when Samuel was killed in a head on train collision on November 14, 1907 at Moor Lake near 
Rolphton, Ontario.  This accident arose because of train dispatch error.  Samuel was a 
bagaggemen for the CPR.  Caroline was pregnant at the time of the accident with their only son, 
James (Jim) Irvine (1908-1991). 

• Caroline remarried Harold Clark Sr. on November 29, 1911 at Trinity Anglican Church, Old Ottawa 
South. 

• It is believed that Caroline received a financial settlement from the CPR following her first 
husband’s death which enabled her to purchase property, including at 334 Billings Avenue. 

• Southclark Place in the Albion Road Business Park, just south of Leitrim Road, honours Caroline, 
who owned that land during the 1950s. 

 

 

  
 

1906 Wedding 



Evelyn Grace Clark (née Haas/Hass) (1920-2011) 

 

  

Remembering Evelyn by son Glenn Clark 

Evelyn was born at the Cottage Hospital, Pembroke, Ontario 
on August 25, 1920.  She was raised at the railway section 
house in the village of Alice, Ontario.  In 1932, she contracted 
typhoid fever and spent a month in the hospital.  In the 
summer of 1935, her family moved to the ‘Murphy house’ on 
Billings Avenue next to the railway tracks near Billings Bridge.  
She attended the High School of Commerce.  In 1938, the 
family purchased a house at 276 Pleasant Park Road (then 
Stanley Avenue).  Following graduation, during World War II, 
she worked in the accounting department at Zeller’s on Sparks 
Street.  After the war, she worked in a similar job at the Civic 
Hospital.  She met the love of her life, Fred George Clark at a 
card party across the street at the Rostetter house, where Art 
and Thelma Clark lived with Thelma’s parents.  Fred and 
Evelyn married on June 3, 1950 at Southminster United 
Church.  They were blessed with two sons, Warren in 1952 and 
Glenn in 1955.  They built a house on the Metcalfe Road (now 
Bank Street) in Blossom Park and moved in December 1954, 
where Fred and Evelyn would spend the rest of their lives.  
Shortly after, they joined St. James Leitrim where Glenn was 
baptized with cousin Pat Clark in June 1955.  Evelyn was 
greatly involved with the church, being a member of the Ladies 
Guild for decades, a founding member of the Altar Guild, 
church treasurer and auditor when Beth Kelly was treasurer.  
Evelyn worked seasonally at the Canada Revenue Agency 
processing income tax returns from the end of the 1960s until 
her retirement in the early 1980s.  She enjoyed travelling with 
Fred and they would a few weeks each winter in Florida until 
Fred’s passing in 1992.  Slowly Alzheimer’s set in but she 
retained her gentle disposition until the end.  Always a loving 
Mom, she also loved to experiment in the kitchen and she had 
a wide repitoire of favourite recipes, which son Glenn still has 
access to.  She loved her church and attended St. James as 
long as she was able.  She broke her hip on Easter Saturday 
2009 but recovered but other health issues set in.  She passed 
on June 15, 2011 and is buried with her husband at Capital 
Memorial Gardens, Prince of Wales Drive. 



      

 

Fred & Evelyn Clark 
1975 – 25th Anniversary 



A Tribute to Evelyn Grace Clark  
 

By her son Glenn 

 

June 18, 2011 

 

I Love you Mom 

 

Evelyn Grace Haas was born in Pembroke at the Cottage Hospital on August 25, 1920.  Her parents were Henry 

Albert Haas and Emma Regina Radke.  She grew up in the village of Alice 10 miles west of Pembroke, right 

next to the railway tracks in the clapboard railway Section House.  There was no electricity, no indoor plumbing 

and no running water but there was a phonograph, a crystal radio and lots and lots of mice.  So started a lifelong 

fear of mice.  She chummed around with her good friend Doris Budd later Powell who lived down the tracks at 

the railway station and like all kids, they occasionally got into mischief.  I chuckled the day I discovered the 

story on the Internet of Doris and Mom getting into the dandelion wine and getting caught by the local minister.  

She attended a one room schoolhouse that still stands as a private residence.  The family attended the 

Evangelical church and it also stands as a private residence.  A few years ago, I kidded her about buying the 

church and returning to her roots when it was up for sale.  She was also close to her greater family and she 

developed a special lifelong friendship with her cousin Laura Radke, later Sutherland.  The Depression were 

tough times but Evelyn’s Pop worked for the railway and the family never suffered.  Her brother Les arrived in 

December1931 but when she contracted typhoid shortly afterwards, she spent a month in the hospital to protect 

the baby. 

 

When it was time to go to high school, Mom was going to stay with Grandma Hass in Pembroke.  Instead, an 

opportunity arose to transfer to Ottawa and the family moved to Rideau Park near Billings Bridge in the 

summer of 1935.  Mom went to the High School of Commerce, which was a major adjustment for a German 

country girl who still spoke ‘dees, dose and dem instead of these, those and them’.  When she graduated at the 

start of the war, it was difficult for people with a German surname to get a job but she was hired by Zellers on 

Sparks Street.  In the summer, she would holiday in Pembroke with her special aunts and uncles, Arnold and 

Mabel Radke and Harry and Lydia Melton.  She often commented how good they were to her on those visits.  

Following the war, she worked in the Accounting Department at the Ottawa Civic Hospital.   

 

One day while at home, she was invited across the street to play cards by Art and Thelma Clark and she was 

introduced to Art’s brother, Fred.  They soon fell in love and married on June 3, 1950 at Southminster United 

Church.  She recounted to me so many times what a good man Fred was and they shared almost 42 happy years 

together.  He was also a good father.   

 

Mom raised two sons, Warren and myself and she was the traditional housewife, fussing over her family and 

making sure everybody was fed, clothed and clean.  She was truly the loving mother, always there to help.  It 

was a happy home to grow up in.  She loved to experiment in the kitchen and she loved to entertain.  She was 

dedicated to her work in the church and set a wonderful example to us of the importance of community service 

and God.  She loved little St. James and spoke of going to church to the very end.  She made sacrifices for her 

family as well, as she was an excellent drawer and she always wanted to draw the old Section House.  

Something that time never allowed.  She also joked about being outnumbered by the men in the house.  How 

unfair! 

 

In later years, she worked part time processing income tax returns and this helped buy those special extras for 

the home.   

 

She always took pride in her appearance and her home as well as her family.  She loved her hats and often 

commented that she was the only one wearing one.  It seemed to be a point of pride that she was a little different 



in this regard.  She also liked nice clothes and particularly those with a leopard pattern and she had many pieces 

including a winter coat.  But she drew the line at underwear.  I pointed out leopard pattern underwear on at least 

one occasion while shopping and she scoffed at the idea.  We laughed.   

 

She enjoyed traveling, and going out for dinner with Dad and a wide group of friends.  The parties at Marg and 

PJ Bernard’s house were always memorable and she thought that Marg was a wonderful hostess.  Then there 

were the card parties.  Whether it was cribbage with Art and Laura Sutherland or 45’s with Jack and Velma 

Campbell, there was always fun and laughter.  In more recent years, she was grateful for all the birthday and 

Christmas parties put on by Warren and Joyce.  Some of those were for milestone occasions and she loved 

being the centre of attention and visiting with so many old friends and relatives.  Thank you Warren and Joyce. 

 

It was a great loss when Fred died suddenly in 1992.  It was a big blow when her best friend, Dorothy Clifford, 

passed away two years later.   

 

With doctor’s help, she soldiered on and we were able to share countless trips and nights out with friends Judith 

Daly and Estelle Paul and others despite the increasing affects of Alzheimer’s Disease.  She also enjoyed many 

nights out with her sister-in-law Beverly Clark and I am so thankful for her kindness to Mom.  Her countless 

letters to Mom in the last year or two were also thoughtful and I have kept every one.  On our trip to Prince 

Edward Island in 1996, she was known as Mrs. Raccoon Eyes when she stumbled over a short post, banged the 

bridge of her nose and ended up with two black eyes for the balance of the trip.   

 

Then there were her little pleasures.  That glass of wine.  May I have a little more?  The morning cup of coffee, 

Chocolate cake and Ice Cream.  I introduced her to Ice Cappuccinos and she would suck them down in no time.  

She loved going to her hair dresser and having the ladies fuss over her.  Then it was, “Let’s go out for dinner”.  

She couldn’t go out for dinner often enough.  She loved red roses especially when they were from Dad.  It was a 

reminder of their love for each other.  Raymond Burr was one of her favourite actors and we were almost 

through the 5th season of Perry Mason on DVD.  I didn’t mind.  I fondly remembered the show when I was a 

child as well.  She loved reading passages from the Bible and it provided her great comfort.  She was very 

social, chatty and loved to people watch with the occasional inappropriate comment.  Shsssh Mom! 

 

All through the years, her sweet personality shone through and this continued to her very last days.  I often 

came home from work with Mom rocking in her favourite chair and chatting with her caregiver with a gentle 

smile on her face.  These ladies were saints and I am so thankful that our medical system made them available 

to us.    

 

The last year was a difficult one for both of us when a chronic condition set in and her strength faltered.  

However, it was also a special one.  In the last year, we shared more hugs and kisses than in all the previous 

years combined.  She taught me to be a better person and more able to share affection.  

 

To the very end, she wanted to be the perfect hostess, asking her caregiver to stay for supper or wanting lunch 

or a drink made for them.  

 

I am going to miss her terribly and I have one last thing to say.  Mom, I love you and I thank you for everything 

that you have done for me.  

 

 

Note – Mom’s maiden name changed slightly over the years.  She was born a Hass as recorded on her birth 

certificate but at some point in the 1930s it was changed to Haas.  This appears to have been the result of a 

misinterpretation of the handwriting on her father’s baptismal certificate that had been requested by his 

employer, Canadian National Railways.  The error was never corrected. 

  



Frederick ‘Fred’ George Clark (1917-1992) 

• Husband of Evelyn Clark, father of Warren and Glenn Clark 
• He was a St. James Warden in the 1960s and 1970s 

 

  
Remembering Fred by son Glenn 

Fred was born on March 29, 1917 in Ottawa.  He was raised on his parent’s market garden at 344 
Billings Avenue, where there was a bank of greenhouses.  The original house has been replaced with a 
pink mansion.  He attended Billings Bridge Public School and his education ended following Grade 10.  
His parents met at Trinity Anglican Church and they were founding members of St. Thomas the Apostle 
Anglican Church.  Prior to World War II, Fred worked at Coulter’s Drug Store at 1090 Bank Street.  He 
volunteered for military service during the war but did not serve overseas.  He achieved the rank of 
Sergeant before being discharged in 1946.  He immediately became employed by Canadian National 
Live Stock Records, 66 Queen Street, where he rose to the position of Director (General Manager) in 
1969.  He spearheaded the installation of first electronic record keeping in 1954 and led a move of the 
business to 2417 Holly Lane in 1969.  He was also involved with implementation of the first computer 
system in 1973.  He retired in 1984. 

He married Evelyn Grace Haas on June 3, 1950 at Southminster United Church.  This was Fred’s 
second marriage, having been previously married in 1942 and divorced in 1946.  Fred and Evelyn were 
blessed with two sons, Warren (1952) and Glenn (1955).  The built a house on Bank Street in Blossom 
Park and the moved in December 1954.  They soon joined St. James Leitrim and became actively 
involved in the church.  He was a warden for several years and was involved in the major interior 
renovation of the church that was completed for the church’s 120th anniversary in 1973.   

Following retirement, Fred was involved with gardening, travelling and social activities.  Fred was a 
gentle, jovial man, always with a story to tell or a bad joke.  He had many friends.  Fred suffered from 
diabetes for many years but this did not stop him from active life.  Fred’s last major project at St. James 
was to assist his son Warren, when the church foundation was dug up and resealed in 1991.  Fred 
passed suddenly on May 18, 1992 at home.  



Harold Gainsborough Clark Sr. (1887-1962) 

• Husband of Caroline Clark, father of Harold, Fred and Ron Clark, and Iola Rostetter 
• Harold grew up in Old Ottawa East.  The family homestead was at 459 Echo Drive just north of 

Clegg Street.  The original clapboard house has been replaced. 
• After his marriage in 1911, Harold started a market garden business with a bank of greenhouses at 

344 Billings Avenue and he had a stall at the ByWard Market for many years to sell vegetables and 
flowers. 

• He also had an apple orchard on the south side of Pleasant Park Road (then Stanley Avenue) 
between Cavendish Road and the railway tracks. 

• Following World War II, the family moved to Leitrim, with a farm on the north side of Leitrim Road 
(then known as Pine Road) between Bank Street and Albion Road.  This is mmediately north of St. 
James.  Additional land was purchased by his wife on the south side of Leitrim Road at the Albion 
Road intersection, which is now an industrial park.  A new brick farm house was built before they 
moved in using the timbers from the previous house that needed to be shortened. 

• The Leitrim farm switched from market gardening to a Jersey dairy operation, which continued 
until about 1970.  Two sons, Ron and Doug assisted in the farm operation, taking over following 
Harold’s 1962 death.  The land is still crop farmed by grandson, Robert Clark. 

• His family were amongst the founders of St. Thomas the Apostle Anglican Church, Alta Vista Drive 
and he joined St. James after the move to Leitrim in the late 1940s. 

     



Harold Gainsborough Clark (1915-2003) 

• Husband of Lois Clark, son of Harold Sr. & Caroline Clark, brother of Fred and Ron Clark and Iola 
Rostetter, father of Adelle Clark. 

• Harold grew up on his parent’s market garden at 344 Billings Avenue, and attended Billings Bridge 
Public School. 

• Following his marriage to Lois, he started a florist business.  They first lived at a house owned by 
his father in the apple orchard on Pleasant Park Road.  After the orchard was sold, they built a 
small house at 1960 Fairbanks Avenue, opposite to his parent’s market garden. 

• Following the war, he joined the rest of the family, moving to Leitrim and building a house on east 
end of the Leitrim farm at the corner of Leitrim Road and Bank Street, immediately north of the 
church. 

• At Leitrim, Harold continued his florist business and had greenhouses for a number of years. 
• Harold & Lois quickly became involved in the church and Harold was a Warden during the 1950s 
• Harold was also involved community affairs, the local school, sports and he was a member of the 

Gloucester Police Commission. 
• In retirement, Harold and Lois lived at Strathmore Towers in South Keys. 

               



Lois Elizabeth Clark (née Musson) (1917-2016) 

• Wife of Harold Clark and mother of Adelle Clark.  Harold and Lois married on October 27, 1937. 
• Lois was born in Old Ottawa South but soon the family moved to a farm in Bowesville, now the site 

of Ottawa’s Macdonald-Cartier International Airport. 
• Lois met Harold at the Orange Lodge at Billings Bridge 
• Once they had moved to Leitrim in the late 1940s, she became involved with the Ladies Guild at 

St. James and was a founding member of the Altar Guild. 
• She spent her final years at Windsor Park Manor on Hunt Club Road. 

                          



  



Ronald Clayton ‘Ron’ Clark (1925-1999) 

• Husband of Bev Clark, son of Harold Sr. & Caroline Clark and brother of Harold and Fred Clark and 
Iola Rostetter 

• Ron was a farmer, first working at his father’s market garden on Billings Avenue, then on the 
Leitrim Road Clark farm.  He farmed their until his death.  His son Robert Clark is still farming this 
land. 

• Ron’s house was originally on Leitrim Road, just east of the Clark farm house until the Greenbelt 
expropriations when they built a new house on Orville Kemp Street in Kempark 

• Ron’s middle name honours the village in Yorkshire, England where his grandfather, Timothy Cutts 
lived prior to emigrating to Canada around 1861. 

 



 

  



Caroline Cowan (née Graham) (1844-1907)  

• Wife of Henry Cowan 

 

  



David Cowan Sr. (1807-1887) 

• Husband of Margaret Cowan and father of David Cowan Jr. and Henry Cowan 
• Founder of St. James Leitrim, first known as the English Church, Gloucester 
• Donated the land for St. James church and the school (now the police station) across the street. 
• Leitrim was named because David Cowan had previously lived in County Leitrim, Ireland. 

 

 

Cowan family Entry – 1851 Gloucester Census 

 



The following obituary appeared in The Ottawa Journal.  David Cowan died on April 1, 1887. 

 

  Mr. David Cowan, Senr., Enters into rest this morning. 

 

In another column appears the announcement of the death of Mr. David Cowan, Sr., which 
occurred at his residence in Gloucester Township at two o’clock this morning. 

 

Mr. Cowan was born in county Leitrim, Ireland, his father being Mr. Richard Cowan, a 
gentleman farmer of that county.  He married in 1827, Miss Margaret Mitchell, of the same 
county, and emigrated to this country in 1837, being accompanied by his wife and two 
children.  He settled in Gloucester Township, where he acquired a large amount of land, 
some 600 acres in all, on which he spent the remaining portion of his days. 

 

These lots are well known as the Cowan settlement and on the one at present occupied by 
his son, Henry, the hamlet of Leitrim has sprung up.  The church and burying ground of this 
hamlet were the gift of Mr. Cowan.  Mrs. Cowan does not survive her husband, having died 
about seven years ago.  He leaves a family of four sons and two daughters, all comfortably 
settled. 

 

The deceased was a second cousin of County Treasurer, Wm. Cowan, and a member of the 
largest family connection in the counties of Carleton and Russell.  His death, which 
occurred after a long and painful illness, borne with great cheerfulness and patience, will be 
deeply regretted throughout the county. 

 



David Cowan Jr. (1847-1887) 

• Son of David & Margaret Cowan, brother of Henry Cowan.  David Jr. Was not married. 
• Buried in St. James churchyard 

 

  



Henry Cowan (1832-1903) 

• Husband of Caroline Cowan, son of David & Margaret Cowan, brother of David Cowan Jr.  Henry 
and Caroline married on November 24, 1865. 

• Lived where Hope Cemetery is today 

 

 

  



Margaret Cowan (née Mitchell) (1811-1877) 

• Wife of David Cowan Sr., mother of David Cowan Jr. and Henry Cowan 
• Buried in the family plot in the St. James churchyard 

  



Garry Cutts (1944-2021) 

• Lived on Athans Avenue 
• Co-owner of Cutts Motors, Bank Street, Billings Bridge until 2003 

  

 



A Remembrance of the Life of Garry Earl Cutts 

April 27, 1944-July 26, 2021 

Garry was one of a kind.  His friendships often could be measured in decades.  
He had an infectious smile, loved to laugh and he could really spin a tale, 
sometimes with colourful language.  He could never help others enough.  If a 
task needed to be done, Garry was always there.  He loved his friends and his 
friends loved Garry. 

Garry was born on April 27, 1944, to Walter Cutts and Florence Clark.  His 
great grandfather, Timothy Cutts had arrived in Ottawa in the early 1860s 
from Royston, Yorkshire, England, and he married Jane Birtch soon after.  
The Birtch family had been one of Ottawa’s earliest pioneers, arriving in 1819 
and settling in Richmond.  Robert Birtch had been a veteran of the War of 
1812 and had originated from Roscrea, Tipperary, Ireland.  The Clarks had a 
mysterious background finally revealed recently by DNA.  They had come 
from Bath, Somerset, England and had travelled from Liverpool and settled in 
Ottawa in 1873.  The family had lived on Echo Drive in Old Ottawa East for 
many years. 

Garry grew up in Ellwood, which was located along Bank Street south of 
Walkley Road.  He attended Ellwood Public School (Gloucester School 
Section 3), the same school that his father and grandfather had attended.  He 
finished his elementary school career at Charles H. Hulse Public School.  He 
then attended Ottawa Technical High School (Tech). 

His family established a garage known as Cutts Motors at 1242 Bank Street, 
which moved to 1335 Bank Street just south of Billings Bridge in 1964.  Garry 
eventually became co-owner until his retirement in 2003.  Cutts Motors had 
been in business for more than 50 years.  As a result, Garry had become very 
well known in the community, his many happy customers. 

Garry’s first wife was Connie Towell, who regrettably passed at a young age.  
But Garry was resilient, and he found a new love of his life, Linda Willson 
who he had known for many years.  They married in 2012 and built a life 
together at their home on Athans Avenue where Garry tended his prized 
tomato plants, begonias and his ‘cash crop’. 

Garry’s retirement were years of adventure.  He could then spend all his time 
with family and friends, golfing, fishing, boating, travelling the countryside or 



just sharing a meal.  The Cutts home was always open to family and friends, 
and you were always made to feel welcome there. 

Garry also loved politics, country music, sports (he had colourful names for 
his ‘favourite’ players) and had developed a secret passion for Hallmark 
Christmas movies during the Covid lockdown.  Yes, Garry had a masculine 
but jovial exterior, but he also had a soft romantic heart. 

One of Garry’s happiest experiences was when he found his sister, Dorothy 
Atkins, who had been given up for adoption at birth and was discovered by 
DNA 78 years later.  He was so proud of his new-found sister, a relationship 
now sadly cut short. 

All who knew Garry will miss him.  He was a man who lived life to the fullest 
and shared generously.  Farewell dear friend Garry.  Until we meet again. 

Garry is survived by wife Linda, brother Merrill (Johanna), sister Dorothy 
Atkins (Paul) and others.  Also, by nephews John Cutts (Sarah), their 
daughter Rae and Mark Cutts (Kristin), their daughters Jade and Eve, 
granddaughter McKenna Willson and Garry’s beloved kitty Mittzzie. 

  



William Kenneth ‘Ken’ Donoghue (1946-2017) 

• Wife of Deb Donoghue (née McNeely) 

  

Ken Donoghue by wife Deb 

Ken Donoghue came to St. James with Deb 

and their children, Amy and Rob in 

November 1979.  They had previously 

attended St. James Manotick. Ken had 

grown up in Manotick.  

Ken liked to help at the church, or meet 

with repair people or pick up items for the 

church.  He enjoyed going and supporting 

the different suppers and auctions.  

Ken was a member of the Gloucester Fire 

Department for 32 years, retiring in 1997. 

Ken was 70 years old when he passed away 

on January 2, 2017.  

 

 

 



Lennox Dundas (1961-2019) 

• Spouse of Karin Ferrol 

      

 



Ernest W. ‘Ernie’ Eccles (1921-1990) 

• Husband of Verna Eccles, son of Henry & Rose Eccles, father of Don Eccles.  Ernie and Verna 
married on July 30, 1960. 

• The Eccles family lived on the east side of Conroy Road about halfway between Rosebella Avenue 
and Hunt Club Road before moving to Mitch Owens Road 

• Ernie was a dump truck driver. 

 

  



Henry Eccles (1882-1962) 

• Husband of Rose Eccles and father of Ernie Eccles.  Henry and Rose married on December 4, 
1912. 

• Henry took care of Wood’s Cemetery for many years before 1960. 
• The Eccles farm was on the east side of Conroy Road about halfway between Rosebella Avenue 

and Hunt Club Road 

     



Rose Edith Eccles (née Jones) (1888-1974) 

• Wife of Henry Eccles, mother of Ernie Eccles and sister of John James Jones. 

  



Verna Eccles (née Veale) (1920-2014) 

• Wife of Ernie Eccles, mother of Donald Eccles 

  



James Ellis (1824-1903) 

• A founding member of St. James and one of the first Wardens. 
• Born in Fermanagh, Northern Ireland 
• Husband of Mary Ann Ellis 
• The Ellis farm (1852-1921) was immediately north of the Kemp farm (Kempark), the west half 

facing Albion Road and had as early as 1832, belonged to his wife’s father, Peter Tompkins. 

    



 
Ellis Family Entry – 1861 Gloucester Census 

  



Mary Ann Ellis (née Tompkins) (1827-1905) 

• Wife of James Ellis 

 

  



Henry Francis ‘Frank’ Files (1874-1932) 

• Husband of Grace Ursula Files.  They married on June 12, 1897 in Tamworth, Ontario. 
• He had operated a blacksmith shop near the intersection of Bank Street and Rideau Road.  

  



Grace Files (née Williams) (1874-1951) 

• A member of the St. James Ladies Guild until her death. 

  



George Austin Fillman (1914-2002) 

• Husband of Loretta Fillman.  George and Loretta married on September 30, 1939. 
• Lived on Melva Street in Kempark 
• George did much of carpentry work during the 1973 interior renovation of the church including the 

altar rail and cabinetry both upstairs and downstairs. 
• George served as a Warden at St. James during the early 1960s and his children attended the 

Sunday School 

        



Loretta Rose Alma Fillman (née Goyer) 

• Wife of George Fillman 
• Active in the St. James Ladies Guild during the 1960s 

     



Mary Anne Greene (née Stephenson) (1863-1953) 

• Wife of Thomas Greene, mother of Thomas Likelike Greene 

  



Francis William Green (1834-1913) 

• Husband of Harriet Green, father of Thomas Greene, Mary Ann and Harriet Halpenny 
• Francis was a Warden at St. James during the 19th century. 

 

 

  



Harriet Green (née Codd) (1835-1908) 

• Wife of Francis William Green, mother of Thomas Greene, Mary Ann and Harriet Halpenny 

 

  



Thomas Likelike Stephenson Greene (1903-1980) 

• Son of Thomas & Mary Ann Greene 

 

Thomas ‘Likelike’ Stephenson Greene by Glenn Clark (Sept. 8, 2024) 

• Parents were Thomas Greene born in 1857 in Leitrim and Mary Ann 
Stephenson born in 1863 in County Fermanagh, Ireland (pronounced Fr-
maa-nuh). Married in 1891.  Grandparents were Francis William Greene 
Sr. born in County Carlow, Ireland in 1834 and Harriett Codd (Code, 
Coad) born in County Carlow, Ireland in 1835. 

• Greene family came from Ireland around 1855 and settled Concession 4, 
Lot 11, Rideau Front. Lester Road by 1872.  Brother Robert was at Lot 13, 
Concession 5, Conroy Road.  

• Greene family members had officially acquired property at Lot 10 and 13, 
Concession 5 Rideau Front by 1879 but may have been tenants earlier. 



• Land at Lot 12, Concession 5, Rideau Front, on the east side of Conroy 
Road just south of Park Lane.  Land purchased by NW ¼ 50 acres by 
Francis W. Greene Sr. on December 6, 1882.  Property was transferred to 
son Thomas on October 30, 1889. 

• Land was mortgaged for $2,000 on May 9, 1904 to the Incorporated 
Synod of the Diocese of Ottawa (Anglican).  This covered the additional 
purchase of 50 acres for $1450 for the NE ¼ of Lot 12.  This gave the 
entire North half of Lot 12 

• Mary Ann was a life member of the Ladies Auxiliary at St. James Leitrim 
• Born on September 12, 1903 
• Official birth record reads Thomas Rickly Stevenson Green 
• Baptized on May 22, 1904 
• He had on brother, Edward John (1892-1963), who moved to Edmonton.  

Married to Annettie Emel on September 14, 1922 in Macklin, 
Saskatchewan. 

• He had four sisters, Harriet  ‘Blanche’ Claridge (William) of North Bay 
(1896-1976) (married 27 September 1916 at Leitrim), Mrs. Annabella 
Lenfesty (Grant) of Callander, Ontario (1898-1979) (married 19 April 1922 
at Trinity Church, Ottawa), and Mrs. Victoria Neely (Alec) of Calgary 
(1900-1988) (married 29 July 1931 at St. James Leitrim), Matilda ‘Letitia’ 
Elizabeth Stewart (Dr. Alexander) of Vancouver (1894-1970)(married in 
1920 in Balding, Saskatchewan. 

• Went by the name Likelike (pronounced lick I lick i) to avoid confusion 
with his father’s name, but in later life after his father died, he went by 
Thomas. 

• The origin of the name Likelike is unknown, but there was a 19th century 
Hawaiian princess Likelike pronounced Lick ay lick ay . 

• Father Thomas was a warden from 1913 to at least 1919  
• In 1918, father Thomas owned 100 acres, north half of Lot 12, Rideau 

Front, Gloucester on Conroy Road. 
• The Conroy Road property as a result of a Supreme Court of Ontario 

ruling, was turned over to the Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of 



Ottawa on March 11, 1928.  Presumably the 1904 mortgage was not fully 
repaid. 

• Likelike was a warden from at least 1928 to 1933 
• Sister Blanche moved to North Bay in 1930, prior to her father’s death. 
• Father Thomas died on  March 5, 1930.  Buried in Wood’s Cemetery. 
• 1935 Voters list includes Likelike as a farmer (and his mother) at R.R.1 

Hurdman’s Bridge, which was the postal address for Conroy Road. 
• Moved to North Bay in 1935 with his mother, who lived until December 

16, 1953.  After moving, Likelike assumed his first name Thomas.  The 
Greene farm became part of the Davidson farm in December 1943.  It 
was sold to the National Capital Commission in March 1959 for the 
Greenbelt. 

• The Greene house and farm buildings survived until at least 1956 
according to air photos.  Gone in 1965.  Likely demolished after Greenbelt 
expropriation. 

• Father Thomas remains were exhumed out of Wood’s Cemetery and 
moved to North Bay. 

• In 1949, he lived with his mother at the Gateway, which presumably was 
in the vicinity of the Gateway Arch, on Lakeshore Drive, formerly Highway 
11, as you enter the city from the south.  He was listed as a labourer. 

• Lived at 311 Lansdowne Avenue in 1958 and was a carpenter. 
• Likelike never married. 
• Died on November 29, 1980 in North Bay, Ontario 
• Buried at Terrace Lawn Cemetery in North Bay 

  



Thomas Francis Greene (1857-1930) 

• Husband of Mary Ann Greene, father of Thomas Likelike Greene 
• The family farm was situated on the east side of Conroy Road 
• After initial burial at Wood’s Cemetery, his body was exhumed and moved to North Bay, where the 

family had moved later in the 1930s. 
• Thomas had served as a Warden at St. James during and after World War I. 

  



William ‘Allan’ Gregory (1922-2005) 

• Father of Anne Gregory.  Husband of Ginger Gregory (née Adams) (1920-1999).  They married on 
July 19, 1946. 

• Allan was previously very active at Trinity Anglican Church, Old Ottawa South. 

    

  

 



Anne Gregory (1947-2012) 

• Served on St. James Parish Council and temporarily took over the People’s Warden position while 
Glenn Clark was caring for his mother during her final illness in 2011. 

• Daughter of Allan Gregory 

 



Anne Gregory’s Eulogy 

June 8, 2012 

By Glenn Clark 

 

I first offer my sympathies to Carole and Ken, Paula and Tom and their families. 

 

Our little community at St. James claimed Anne as one of our own over a period of time.  It all started with her 

Dad, Allan who came quietly to become a regular several years ago.  He was a gentle man and seemed to be 

lonely after the loss of his wife.  Anne would accompany him to St. James on the odd occasion.  Because of this 

perceived loneliness, we started the Lunch Club.  We encouraged Allan and a few other older parishioners to 

come out for lunch once a month.  It is something we still do today.   We slowly grew to know Anne especially 

as Allan’s health declined.  She needed to let us know how Allan was doing and I guess she just wanted to talk 

to somebody who cared.  When Anne took over Allan’s condo, she became friends with Ron and Clara Stuart 

and Vera Guy and Anne became a regular at St. James.   

 

As I got to know Anne, it became clear that she had volunteered with other organizations in the past, at Trinity 

Anglican Church and the Billings Estate Museum amongst others.  She soon joined Parish Council and became 

the second Auditor, helped form the Cemetery Board and acted as telephone secretary not only for the church 

but also for the Gloucester Historical Society.  She loved this last task and she often spoke of pleasant 

conversations that she had had. 

 

Anne loved art and this was very apparent after visiting her apartment earlier this year.  She spoke of her 

involvement with Art Shows and because of this she invited various craft vendors to our Annual Yard Sale a 

couple of years ago.  It rained, of course.  She was beaming when two silver chalices that she had chosen in 

memory of Allan were dedicated and she was so proud of the bird bath that she placed in the church garden.  A 

magnolia also planted in memory of Allan flowered magnificently this spring as we knew Anne’s time was 

short.  Oh, how we wish Anne was there.  Anne was also involved with our stained glass window project and 

one of the photos here today show her proudly standing in front of the window with her signature gentle smile. 

 

Anne became my confidante as the stress involved with my mother’s declining health mounted.  She 

sympathetically and patiently listened to my troubles.  Our conversations originally intended to last only 5 

minutes would extend to an hour or two.  We would talk about almost anything.  She loved helping people 

anyway she could.  And when it became impossible for me to carry on as church warden, she volunteered 

without reservation.  I was so relieved and thankful.  Anne then moved forward to put her personal stamp on her 

new position, something that I fully supported from behind the scenes.  New blood brings often badly needed 

new ideas.  And so, because of Anne, St. James participated in Doors Open and put together a parish photo 

directory for the first time.  Just this past weekend, we again participated in Doors Open and Anne was very 

much on our minds.  It was part of her legacy.  It was something that she thought we could not do again because 

of her health problems and she was delighted when I told her that we would open again. 

 

Anne of course had her foibles like the rest of us.  She had strong principles and strong opinions and she voiced 

them usually privately.  I chuckled when sister Carole spoke of having her clothes thrown out the window 

because she had not cleaned their shared room fast enough.  Mmmmm.  That story reminded me of all those 

conversations of keeping the church refrigerator clean or else, out it all goes.  She was right, of course.   And 

Anne did have a sense of humour.  Oh how I remember her perfectly timed off hand response to 19th century 

wedding vows spoken with great vigour by fellow warden, Victor Wootton during a staged wedding re-

enactment.  It was priceless.  Here is a picture from that day that includes Anne dressed impeccably in period 

costume.  This is Anne in her glory.  

 

Since I have known her, Anne’s health was never great.  She suffered repeatedly from respiratory problems and 

she was very susceptible to every virus going around.  We worried about each health concern.  And as these 

respiratory problems got worse in the last year, we worried more.  We were shocked by her diagnosis and 



astonished by Anne’s optimism.  She wanted to keep everybody around her as upbeat as possible.  She often 

said to me: “This will soon pass” as she faced each new health problem.   

 

Anne, you have had a bigger impact on St. James than you realize.  I will miss our conversations.  I will miss 

you as confidante.  I will miss you as a friend.  I will miss you, just for being you.   

 

Your struggles are over and you are now with God, and your parents.  Your work is complete.  Rest in Peace, 

Anne.  

  



Eleanor Halpenny (née Aylsworth (1914-1993) 

• Wife of Isaac Halpenny 

  



Harriet Halpenny (née Greene) (1863-1933) 

• Wife of Isaac Halpenny Sr., mother of Isaac Halpenny Jr., sister of Robert and Francis Greene and 
Mary Anne Halpenny. 

  



Isaac Halpenny Sr. (1855-1919) 

• Husband of Harriet Halpenny, father of Isaac Francis Halpenny.  Isaac and Harriet married on July 
19, 1906.  Isaac had briefly been married to Sarah Jane Cutts who died in childbirth. 

 

  



Isaac Francis Halpenny (1908-1981) 

• Husband of Eleanor Halpenny, son of Isaac Sr. and Harriet Halpenny.  Isaac and Eleanor married 
on June 27, 1943. 

• The Halpenny farm was originally immediately north of Rosebella Avenue from the schools east to 
Conroy Road.  It was abandoned in the 1930s. 

• The next Halpenny farm was the north side of Davidson Side Road at the Hawthorne Road 
intersection. 

• The family moved into Ottawa in 1955. 
• Isaac had served as a Warden at St. James during the early 1940s. 

  



Jane Halpenny (née Ellis) (1814-1855) 

• First wife of William Halpenny, married in Bytown on December 23, 1833 
• Buried at Sandy Hill Cemetery. 
• Born in County Wicklow, Ireland 
• Parents were John Ellis and Catherine Turner 

  



Mary Anne Halpenny (née Greene) (1861-1937) 

• Wife of Robert Greene, sister of Robert & Francis Greene and Harriet Halpenny. 

  



Robert Halpenny (1857-1938) 

• Husband of Mary Anne Halpenny.  They married on October 27, 1914. 
• Robert and brother Isaac Sr. were both forbidden to marry until their mother, Martha Halpenny 

(née Biggers) (1820-1905) had passed. 
• Robert had served as a Synod delegate for St. James during World War I. 

  



William Halpenny (1804-1873) 

• Husband of Jane Halpenny, married in Bytown on December 23, 1833 
• Buried at Beechwood Cemetery 
• Died by accidental drowning, December 24, 1873. 
• One of the founding members of St. James and one of the first Wardens. 
• Born in Coolkenno, County Wicklow, Ireland 
• Parents were David Halpenny and Eleanor Dickson 
• Second marriage on June 25, 1856 to Catherine Motherwell 
• Lived on the farm immediately north of the church, which later became the Clark and Stewart 

farms.  They lived here from 1846 and had sold all the land by 1870 when they moved into Ottawa. 

Halpenny Family Entry – 1851 Gloucester Census 

 

Halpenny Family Entry – 1861 Gloucester Census (note second wife Catherine appears) 

  



Anthony Reginald ‘Tony’ Harris (1939-2014) 

• Husband of Judith Doris ‘Judy’ née McCaskill.  They 
married in Montreal on June 9, 1962. 

• Tony was born in Aldershot, Hampshire, England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 



  



Anne Hawley (née MacKenzie) (1934-2006) 

• Sister of Clara Stuart, husband of John George ‘Jack’ Hawley (1937-1999).  Anne and Jack married 
on November 17, 1956. 

 

 

  



Arthur Balfour ‘Art’ Higginson (1921-2010) 

• Husband of Sheila Higginson, father of TAD Higginson.  Art married Sheila on December 15, 1951. 

 



 

  



Sheila Higginson (née Derrah) (1929-2014 

• Wife of Art Higginson, mother of TAD Higginson 

  



Charles Thomas ‘Charlie’ Holbrook (1917-2003) 

• Husband of Dorcas Holbrook.  They had married on April 29, 1946. 
• Charlie was the caretaker of Wood’s Cemetery in the 1970s and early 1980s and was a Warden at 

St. James immediately following World War II and again in the latter 1960s. 
• They had initially resided in a brick house immediately north of Kempark (still present in 2025) then 

moved to Elma Street in Kempark. 

  



Dorcas Lillian Holbrook (née Lynch)(1916-2013) 

• Wife of Charlie Holbrook, sister of Emrys Lynch, daughter of William and Margaret Lynch 
• Active in the St. James Ladies Guild during the 1960s through the early 1980s 

      



Isabella Chatfield (Jones) (née Eccles) (1877-1946) 

• Wife of John James Jones (1880-1913) 
• Wife of Charles Chatfield (1879-1945), married on June 17, 1919. 
• Sister of Henry Eccles 

     

      



John James Jones (1880-1913) 

• Brother of Rose Eccles, first husband of Isabella Chatfield/Jones (née Eccles).  John and Isabella 
married on April 10, 1901.  John passed away as a result of pneumonia. 

• Lived on the east side of Conroy Road, north of Hunt Club Road 
• John was a St. James Warden in the years just before his death. 

     



Cecil Lawrence Kelly (1931-2007) 

• Husband of Pat Kelly, son of Clarence & Belle Kelly.  Cecil and Pat married on May 5, 1956. 
• The family lived near the Bank Street and White Alder intersection, south of the church  

                     

  



Isabella Story ‘Belle’ Kelly (née Munro) (1901-1980) 

• Wife of Clarence Kelly, mother of Cecil and Eddie Kelly 

  



Elizabeth Ethel ‘Beth’ Kelly (née Richardson) (1939-2018) 

• Wife of Eddie Kelly.  Beth and Eddie married on July 21, 1962. 
• Beth was greatly involved with the Altar and Ladies Guild at St. James and served as Treasurer. 

 



      

Photo from November 9, 1957  



John ‘Clarence’ Kelly (1902-1970) 

• Husband of Belle Kelly.  They married on April 15, 1925. 
• Their dairy farm was situated south of the church and extended to Albion Road.  This is now where 

the Findlay Creek subdivision is today.  Kelly Farm Drive honours the family.   
• The Kelly family arrived in Leitrim around 1934 and they lived in the stone ‘Lennox’ house, which 

was situated on the west side of Bank Street, just south of White Alder Avenue.  It was 
disassembled around 2001 and rebuilt at some unknown location 

  



Edward Charles ‘Eddie’ Kelly (1934-2010) 

• Husband of Beth Kelly 
• Their home was located where the Shoppers Drug Mart in the Findlay Creek Shopping Centre is 

today 

  



Patricia Irene ‘Pat’ Kelly (née Tanner) (1938-2012) 

• Wife of Cecil Kelly 

     



James Samuel Kelso (1918-2001) 

• Husband of Reta Kelso who he married on September 8, 1945 at St. James. 

 



 

  



Reta Victoria Kelso (née Parke) (1924-2003) 

• Wife of James Kelso, brother of Donald Parke, daughter of Duke & Annie Parke 

  



Robert George ‘Bob’ Kemp (1932-2019) 

• Husband of Maureen Kemp 
• Active on St. James Parish Council for many years 
• Lived on Kemp Drive in Kempark 
• Operated the Kemp Service Station for 49 years at the 

corner of Bank Street and Leitrim Road, ‘Kemp 
Corners’ 

• Founding member of the Gloucester Lions Club. 
• The various streets in Kempark are named for 

members of the Kemp family and Robert Kemp Street 
is named for Bob. 

  
 



Maureen Mable Kemp (née McCulla) (1932-2022) 

• Wife of Bob Kemp.  Their marriage took place on October 5, 1957 at Trinity Anglican Church, Old 
Ottawa South 

• Maureen was active on St. James Parish Council and the Sunday School, which her children 
attended. 

• Maureen grew up at Billings Bridge, with the family home being next door to Fagan Motors and two 
doors north of the old township hall 

 

  



               



Elizabeth Muriel Lawler (née Hanna) (1928-2009) 

• Wife of Reverend Canon Frank Lawler.  They married on June 22, 1963. 

    



Reverend Canon Frank Roberts Lawler (1918-2001) 

• Husband of Elizabeth Lawler 
• St. James parish priest from 1987 to 1993 
• The church garden was named after Frank & Elizabeth Lawler in 2006 
• Remembered for his sermons based on his walks at the duck pond in Hunt Club and his great 

sense of humour 

      



 

  

 



Harriet Ethel Lemoine (née Greene) (1913-2003) 

• Wife of Stan Lemoine.  They married on August 19, 1943. 
• Harriet was involved at St. James including the Ladies Guild in the 1950s and early 1960s. 

       



Stanley ‘Stan’ Lemoine (1906-1982) 

• Husband of Harriet Lemoine 

 

 
Harriet & Stan Lemoine  



Freda Isobel Lombardo (née Thompson) (1930-2004) 

• Wife of Rocco Lombardo, sister of Daisy Robinson 

     

 

  

 



Rocco Lombardo (1928-2011) 

• Husband of Freda Lombardo.  They married on September 11, 1948. 
• Rocco was very active at St. James from the late 1950s until his death.  He served in the Sunday 

School, as a Warden and on Parish Council.  All his children attended Sunday School and some 
acted as servers. 

• Rocco was also the caretaker of Wood’s Cemetery from the 1980s into the 2000’s 
• Rocco was also active as a singer in theatrical productions. 

      



Emrys George Lynch (1922-2000) 

• Husband of Norma Lynch, son of William & Margaret Lynch, brother of Hastwell Lynch and Dorcas 
Holbrook.  Emrys and Norma married on June 21, 1946. 

• Their home was a two storey yellow brick house on the east side of Bank Street between Conroy 
Road and Lynch Street, demolished around 2015.  They opened the Peter Pan Motel as their 
business (just south of their home) in June 1953, which was demolished in the 1980s.  Following 
the Greenbelt expropriations, they moved to a house on the current site of Hunt Club Volkswagen, 
2655 Bank Street. 

   

  



Hastwell William Lynch (1919-1953) 

• Candlestick holders appearing on the St. James altar were dedicated to his memory 
• Son of William & Margaret Lynch, brother of Emrys Lynch and Dorcas Holbrook 

 

  



Margaret Maria ‘Granny’ Lynch (née Robinson) (1882-1969) 

• Wife of William Lynch, mother of Emrys and Hastwell Lynch and Dorcas Holbrook 
• Margaret was involved in the St. James Ladies Guild starting in the 1920s. 

 

  



Norma Patricia Lynch (née Whelan) (1923-1999) 

• Wife of Emrys Lynch 
• Active in the St. James Ladies Guild in the 1960s and 1970s 
• Their children attended the St. James Sunday School 

     



William John Lynch (1872-1940) 

• Husband of Margaret Lynch.  They married on March 23, 1904 in Masham, Quebec. 
• The Lynch family arrived in the Leitrim area around 1924. 
• The Lynch Farm was immediately north of Kempark and was site for many years of Capital Golf 

Gardens.  It was previously the Fenton farm (Fenton Bakeries).  The farm house was destroyed by 
fire sometime between 1945 and 1950. 

  



Alice Lillian Moyes (née Hayes) (1928-2008) 

• Wife of William Moyes (1913-1986).  They married in February 1947. 
• Active in the St. James Ladies Guild during the 1980s. 

    



  



John Henry Murphy (1832-1911) 

• Him and his first wife, Margaret H. Clare (1838-1874)  may have been the first marriage at St. 
James.  They were married on September 22, 1860. 

• John is buried with his first wife in the churchyard 
• He was the contractor for the new Presbyterian church at Johnston’s Corners in 1880, now South 

Gloucester United Church. 
• He lives a short distance south of the church on Bank Street, neighbours of Henry Cowan, before 

moving into the city late in life. 
• John had served as a Warden at St. James in the late 19th century 

 

Murphy Family Entry – 1861 Gloucester Census (Note Margret Murphy is listed as son’s wife, and the 
son is John) 

  



Isabella Murphy (Née Mee) (1851-1933) 

• Second wife of John Henry Murphy 

 

  



Anna Elizabeth ‘Annie’ Parke (née Ferguson) (1888-1953) 

• Wife of Duke Parke and mother of Donald Parke.  Annie and Duke were married in Northern Ireland 
in 1910. 

• Annie was a member of the St. James Ladies Guild prior to her death 

 

 

 

 



  



Donald Ferguson Parke (1912-1989) 

• Husband of Vi Parke and son of Duke and Annie Elizabeth Parke.  Donald and Vi were married on 
August 17, 1935. 

• Park Lane is named for the family despite being incorrectly spelt.  The family lived at this 
intersection.  The family left the parish following the Greenbelt expropriation. 

• Donald had served as a Warden at St. James during the late 1950s. 

  



Duke Parke (1883-1957) 

• Husband of Annie Parke and father of Donald Parke 
• Duke served as a Warden at St. James for several years during the 1940s. 
• The Parke farm was on the corner of Park Lane and Bank Street.  The farmhouse was demolished 

in the 1980s.  Park Lane is named for the family although incorrectly spelt. 

  



Violet Mary ‘Vi’ Parke (née Quinn) (1915-1986) 

• Wife of Donald Parke 

  



Martha Penney (née Piercey) (1907-1994) 

• Mother of Irene Thomas, husband of George James Penney (1907-1980).  George and Martha 
married on February 10, 1928 in Newfoundland. 

    

 

 

Martha Penney by daughter Irene Thomas 

Martha was born in Port Rexton, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland, married George James Penney from the same 
bay and together they raised five children.  My Mom was the kindest, gentlest person who loved deeply 
with never an unkind word spoken.  She was blessed with good health most of the her life until sadly she 
died in 1994 at the age of 87 years.  We love and miss you Mom.  



Audrey May Geraldine Price (née King) (1931-2006) 

• Wife of Ron Price 

  



Ronald ‘Ron’ Price (1932-2018) 

• Husband of Audrey Price 

PRICE, Ronald Passed away peacefully at Élisabeth Bruyère Health Centre on Monday, 

October 1, 2018 in his 87th year. Ron Price of Metcalfe, predeceased by his wife Audrey 

(née King) in 2006. His life was enriched by close friends and their families, who were so 

dear to him. Ron loved music and enjoyed being a member of Old Time Fiddler's 

Associations, as well as being involved with the Model-A Club. He will be missed. Friends 

may pay respects at CAPITAL FUNERAL HOME & CEMETERY 3700 Prince of Wales 

Drive 613-692-1211 on Tuesday, October 9 from 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. Procession will 

depart to the Church of Our Lady of the Visitation, 5338 Bank Street, where the Funeral 

Mass will be held at 11 a.m. Rite of Committal and interment at Capital Memorial Gardens 

will be followed by a reception. Online guestbook, donations to Shepherds of Good Hope 

or Harvest House Ministries available at www.capitalmemorial.ca 

  

http://www.capitalmemorial.ca/


Alice Reubina Purdy (1947-2020) 

• Alice was very active in the St. James community until her passing and served on Parish Council 
for several years. 

 

Alice Purdy (February 
23, 1947 - January 7, 

2020) 

My peaceful and heavenly journey began on a beautiful sunny 
day to join my mother, Jean White, and father, Bill Purdy. 

I have been blessed to have wonderful friends and family, both 
in Canada and Australia, that have brought joy, laughter, support and unconditional love into 
my life. Dear friends include Mona and Jim, Lynda, Irene and Mike, Glen, and Deb just to 
mention a few. 

My church has been my salvation, led by the loving and nurturing Pastor Joan and the 
wonderful congregants of St. James Anglican Church. 

Those I leave behind are my sons Dean and Blaine, Blaine’s lovely wife Linda and my two 
precious grandchildren, Jasmine and Jordan. My brother Harold and wife Heather, my sister 
Diane and husband Marcel and my brother Stephen and wife Francine, nieces, nephew and 
cousins. 

A celebration of my life will be held at St. James Anglican Church on Saturday, January 11, 
2020 at 11 a.m., 4540 Bank St (corner of Bank St. & Leitrim Rd). with reception to follow the 
service. 

  

 



Brian Pye (1929-2018) 

• Husband of June Pye.  They married on October 1, 1955. 
• They lived for many years in Kempark at the corner of Orville Kemp and Melva.  The original house 

has since been replaced. 
• The Pye’s were active at St. James, with their children attending Sunday School.  Brian at one point 

drew up plans for the expansion of St. James and produce the first good plot map for Wood’s 
Cemetery.  He also served as St. James Treasurer during the mid 1960s. 

Brian Pye 
July 10, 1929 — February 17, 2018 

BRIAN PYE – ARCHITECT 
1929 – 2018 

Brian Pye died peacefully at Windsor Park Retirement home with his family by his side on Saturday 
February 17, 2018 at the age of 88. 

Brian is survived by his loving wife June (née Armitage), daughters Joanne Milligan (Michael), Nancy 
Pynn (late Len, and Andy May), Barbara Ulan (Ross) and son Robin (Lynda Hoyle-Beehler); 

grandchildren Jonathon (Cassandra) and Andrew Milligan (Ainsley) and Brian Pye (Iman) and 
Kristen Pye (Dan). Brian is predeceased by his parents Clara and Edwin Pye, and his sisters Vera 

Hopkins and Vivian Edge. He is also survived by his many nieces and nephews. 

Brian was born and raised in old Ottawa East went to Ottawa schools, Carleton College, now Carleton 
University, then McGill University graduating with a professional degree in architecture in 1953. 
Returning to Ottawa he joined a large architectural firm, becoming a designer for many buildings 

mostly elementary and secondary schools for the Ottawa Boards of Education. He joined Earle 
Ingram in 1964 as Ingram and Pye Architects designing churches, various office buildings, and many 
schools; Earle retired in 1969 and Brian continued the Practice solely as Brian E. Pye Architect until 
1977 when Idwal Richards joined the Firm forming PYE AND RICHARDS ARCHITECTS. The Firm 
enjoyed a successful Practice designing many educational, civic, sports and commercial buildings in 

the greater Ottawa area. The Firm has continued on under the Pye and Richards name since the name 
partners have retired. Brian retired in 1994 and has enjoyed retired life with June, active in the 
community, and gardening on their ½ acre lot in South Gloucester. They had recently moved to 

Windsor Park Retirement Home in Ottawa after 60 years in their home. He was an ardent sportsman 
in his early years competing competitively in basketball, golf and curling, and casually in skiing and 
trout fishing. He continued golf, curling and downhill skiing until 2010. Both June and Brian were 

members of the Ottawa Hunt and Golf Club for over 50 years. They both looked forward to weekends 
and summer vacations camping when the family was young and were active birders, specifically 

building and managing birdhouses at home and along rural roads. Brian loved life, his Architectural 
Practice cultivating many friends in business and socially with June over a full and active life. 

Family and friends are invited to visit the 

Garden Chapel of Tubman Funeral Homes 
3440 Richmond Road, Nepean 



on Friday February 23, 2018 from 1p.m. to 3 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. A funeral service will be 
held in the chapel on Saturday February 24, 2018 at 2 p.m. All are invited to a reception after the 
funeral service to socialize and remember Brian. A private interment of urn will take place in the 

spring. In memory of donations to charity of your choice would be appreciated. Condolences, tributes 
and donations may be made at www.tubmanfuneralhomes.com 

Service Date: February 24, 2018 

Funeral Home Nepean - Garden Chapel 

 

  

http://www.tubmanfuneralhomes.com/


June Pye (née Armitage) (1929-2020) 

• Wife of Brian Pye 

June Pye 
October 10, 1929 — September 15, 2020 
Garden Chapel 

June G. Pye (Armitage) 

1929-2020 

June passed away peacefully, after a brief illness in hospital on Tuesday, September 15, 2020, with 
family by her side.  She was 91.  June was born at South March (Ottawa) of loving parents Joan and 
Godfrey Armitage.  June was predeceased by her loving husband Brian (2018) after 63 years of 
marriage.  She is survived by her children, daughters Joanne Milligan (Mike), Nancy Pynn (Andy) 
(Len predeceased 2008), Barbara Ulan (Ross) and son Robin (Lynda) and her grandchildren 
Jonathon Milligan (Cassandra), Andrew Milligan (Ainsley), Brian Pye and Kristen Pye (Dan), and her 
many nieces and nephews.  She is also survived by her brothers Roly and Kingsley (Heather), and 
sister-in-law Kay (brother Frank).  She was predeceased by her brothers Maxwell, Robin, Bill, Frank 
and her sister Peggy Scott (George). 

Mom loved her rural roots, her family, camping, boating, cottaging, travel, golfing, X-C skiing, 
gardening, reading, and birding.  Both Mom and Dad were avid birders, building elaborate 
birdhouses, and caring for many generations of blue birds and purple martins over the years. 

Thank you to the wonderful caring staff of The Ottawa General Hospital for their excellent care during 
her illness, and Windsor Park Retirement Home where she lived for three years prior to her 
hospitalization. 

There will be a private family funeral service at the Garden Chapel of Tubman Funeral Homes and 
burial at St. John’s Anglican Church Cemetery- South March for immediate family only.  Family and 
friends can express their condolences online through the Tubman Funeral Homes website.Anyone 
wishing to make a donation in June’s memory, are welcome to donate to a charity of their choice or 
Nature Conservancy Canada. Condolences, tributes and donations may be made at 
www.tubmanfuneralhomes.com 

  



Marian Agnes Ramsden (née Higginson) (1922-2008) 

• Wife of Roy Cecil ‘Dick’ Ramsden (1920-2007).  They married on September 12, 1949 in Milton, 
Ontario. 

        



May Georgina Renouf (née Davies) (1894-1981) 

• Wife of Sydney William Blumpied Renouf (1888-1962).  They married in July 1929 in Clutton, 
Somerset England and arrived in Montreal on July 28, 1929. 

• May donated the ‘processional cross’ to St. James in 1965 and was active at St. James during the 
same time period. 

• Renouf Avenue in Overbrook is named for May and her husband Sydney. 

 

  



Hilda Violet Risk (née Blackler) (1893-1971) 

• Wife of Albert John ‘Frank’ Risk (1897-1979) 

 

  



David ‘Graham’ Ritchie (1927-2015) 

• Husband of Nancy Ritchie 
• An owner of the Ritchie Feed & Seed 
• Actively involved with the Gloucester Lions 

Club and the Gloucester Historical Society 
• The Ritchie family farm was on the east side 

of Bank Street, just south of the church. 
• Graham & Nancy had a house just north of 

the gas station at the Bank Street/Leitrim 
Road intersection, no longer present.  
Following the Greenbelt expropriations, they 
moved to the corner of Melva and Elma in 
Kempark.  That house is also no longer 
present. 

  

 
 



Nancy Margaret Ritchie (née Eastwood) (1927-2017) 

• Wife of Graham Ritchie.  They married on October 20, 1951. 
• Nancy was active in the St. James Ladies Guild from the 1960s to the 1990s 

            



Annie May Robinson (née Montgomery) (1884-1966) 

• Wife of Joseph Robinson, and mother of Roy Robinson and Eva Lee 
• Annie May and Joseph were married on August 10, 1904. 

    



  



Clara Robinson (née Boyes) (1899-1981) 

• Wife of Thomas Robinson, mother of Norman Robinson 
• Clara and Thomas married on October 31, 1923 

 

  



Daisy Mona Robinson (née Thompson) (1931-2013) 

• Wife of Norman Robinson and sister of Freda Lombardo 
• Norman and Daisy married on June 4, 1949. 

      

 



Margaret ‘Eva’ May Robinsion (later Stanley and Lee) (1905-1994) 

• Daughter of Joseph & Annie Robinson, sister of Roy Robinson, wife of William Rufus Stanley (1877-
1960).  They married on October 8, 1946.  Also wife of James Lee (1892-1978).  Eva and James 
married on May 13, 1961. 

• Organist at St. James during the 1940s 

 

 



 

 

  



Joseph Mathew A. Robinson (1882-1948) 

• Husband of Annie May Robinson, father of Roy Robinson and Eva Lee-Robinson, son of William 
and Sarah Jane Robinson. 

• Joseph had served as a Warden at St. James for many years in the early part of the 20th century. 

 

  

 

Home of Joseph & Annie May Robinson, Leitrim 



Mary Robinson (née McMenomy) (1850-1938) 

• Wife of Thomas Henry Robinson Sr, mother of Thomas Henry Robinson 

 

  



Norman Thomas Robinson (1929-2015) 

• Husband of Daisy Robinson and son of Thomas & Clara Robinson 
• The Robinson family were the previous residents of the ‘Sheard’ house at 4860 Bank Street 
• Norman was a Warden at St. James during the early 1950s. 

  



William ‘Roy’ Robinson (1909-1994) 

• Husband of Vera Nesbitt Robinson (née Carr) (1910-1991).  They married on December 13, 1944 in 
Darlington, Durham, England.  Roy was the son of Joseph & Annie May Robinson. 

• Roy was actively involved with the Sunday School at St. James prior to World War II and also 
served as a Warden during this same time period. 

    



 

  



Sarah Jane Robinson (née Hannan) (1845-1921) 

• Wife of William Robinson, mother of Joseph Robinson. 

  



Thomas Henry Robinson (1877-1956) 

• Husband of Clara Robinson, father of Norman Robinson and son of Thomas Henry Robinson Sr. 
and Mary McMenomy. 

• The Thomas Robinson farm was located on the west side of Bank Street south of Miikana Road 
and featured a stone house.  The Robinson family owned this farm from 1910 until 1957.  An 
additional 50 acres immediately to the south was originally owned by Thomas Henry Robinson Sr. 
(1837-1922) and Mary née McMenomy (1850-1938) (married May 28, 1872) from 1875 and 
remained in family ownership until 1951. 

• Thomas served as a Warden at St. James during the late 1930s. 

  



Thomas Henry Robinson Sr. (1837-1922) 

• Husband of Mary Robinson, father of Thomas Henry Robinson, son of William Sr. & Margaret 
Robinson.  Thomas married Mary on May 28, 1872. 

• It has been said that the families of William Robinson and Thomas Henry Robinson Sr. are not 
related, however, evidence strongly suggest that they were brothers.  Both had parents named 
William and Margaret, both came from County Carlow, Ireland about the same time in the early 
1860s and both purchased adjoining 50 acres in 1875.  This seems too coincidental. 

 

  



 

William Robinson (1839-1918) 

• Husband of Sarah Jane Robinson, father of Joseph Robinson, son of William Sr. and Margaret 
Robinson.  William and Sarah Jane married on September 3, 1870 at St. Alban’s Anglican Church, 
Ottawa. 

• William was a Warden at St. James in the 19th century. 
• The William Robinson farm consisted of 50 acres and was south of Dun Skipper Drive on the west 

side of Bank Street.  It was adjacent to the Thomas Henry Robinson farm.  The farm passed to son 
Joseph.  The farm was in family ownership from 1875 until 1947. 

• It has been said that the families of William Robinson and Thomas Henry Robinson Sr. are not 
related, however, evidence strongly suggest that they were brothers.  Both had parents named 
William and Margaret, both came from County Carlow, Ireland about the same time in the early 
1860s and both purchased adjoining 50 acres in 1875.  This seems too coincidental. 

 

  



Iola Caroline Rostetter (née Clark) (1912-2008) 

• Daughter of Harold Sr. And Caroline Clark 
• Sister of Fred, Ron and Harold Clark 
• Iola was the organist at St. James from the late 1950s until she suffered a stroke in early 1980s. 
• Iola was a widow, having married John ‘Allan’ Rostetter on August 24, 1940.  Allan regretably 

passed on November 7, 1945 from colon cancer. 
• Iola lived at the Clark Leitrim farm until her mother, Caroline Clark, passed in 1974. 

      

  



  



Kathleen Alice ‘Kay’ Rugman (née Haynes) (1911-1993) 

• Wife of Frank Rugman (1904-1974).  They married on December 26, 1932 at Olveston, Thornbury, 
Gloucestershire, England. 

• A member of the St. James Ladies Guild during the 1980s 

 

  



Greta Sheard (née McKendry) (1926-2025) 

• Wife of Harold Sheard 
• Former Member of the St. James Leitrim Ladies Guild during the 1960s and 1970s. 
• Former resident of 4820 Bank Street 

 
1975 

 

4820 Bank Street  



 

Obituary Overview 

...in her 100th year of life... 

 

  



Harold Sheard (1913-2001) 

• Husband of Greta McKendry 
• Former Warden at St. James Leitrim during the 1960s and 1970s 
• Former resident of 4820 Bank Street 

 



  



  



  



  



  



 

 
1975 



 

 

Springhill Cemetery, Osgoode  



Albert George Smith (1909-1987) 

• Husband of Edith Smith.  They married on October 16, 1928. 
• Albert was a St. James Warden in the 1950s and was involved when the new basement was 

installed and the churchyard improved. 
• Albert Smith operated the store and gas station at the corner of Bank Street and Leitrim Road 

before it was modernized in the late 1950s.  The original building was moved east on Leitrim Road 
opposite to Fred Barrett Arena, and was demolished after 2000. 

 



  



Edith Mary Smith (née Stewart) (1909-1957) 

• Wife of Albert Smith, sister of Ernie, Georgina and Louisa Stewart, daughter of Richard & Georgina 
Stewart 

• Edith played the organ at St. James in the 1950s. 

  



Ernest ‘Ernie’ Stewart (1918-2002) 

• Farm formerly 4460 Bank Street (between Leitrim Road and Kempark), raised purebred Clydesdale 
horses 

• Son of Richard and Georgina Stewart 
• Brother of Georgina and Louisa Stewart and Edith Smith 

  



Georgina Lillian Stewart (1911-2008) 

• Farm was formerly at 4460 Bank Street 
• Daughter of Richard and Georgina Stewart 
• Sister of Ernie and Louisa Stewart and Edith Smith 
• Played the organ and was a member of the Ladies Guild at St. James in the 1930s. 

 

  



  

Eulogy for Georgina Lillian Stewart 
December 29, 2008 

By Glenn Clark 

With the passing of Georgina Lillian Stewart, St. James’ Anglican Church, Leitrim not only lost its 
oldest member but also one of the last direct family links to the beginnings of the Parish. 

The Stewart family has been a fixture in Leitrim since at least the 1850s.  They were one of the pioneer 
families of the area.  It was for these Irish Protestant families that St. James opened in 1860.   

Georgina was born on May 29, 1911 to parents Richard Stewart and Georgina Marshall, and 
granddaughter of John Stewart and Bridget Powers.  She and her four siblings were raised on a modest 
50 acre farm on Metcalfe Road, now known as Bank Street, and this shaped Georgina’s whole life as 
did her family’s devotion to God and support of the Leitrim church.  During her youth, she was 
encouraged by Rev. Thomas Acres, Aunt Mary Jane and Uncle Thomas to become more involved in the 
church and she followed in her sister Edith’s footsteps and became an organist at St. James and an 
active member of the Ladies’ Guild during the 1930s.  In 1940, she was involved in a beautification 
project when window feigning was added.  This involved affixing colourful translucent paper to the 
church windows to resemble stained glass and this lasted into my childhood.  The Stewarts continued 
their support of the church with sister Edith Smith returning as organist in the 1950s until her 
premature death in 1957 and with brother Ernest’s funding of the restoration of the church stained 
glass window in the 1970s.   

Georgina and Ernest remained on the family farm after their parents’ death and they continued a 
modest, quiet life, mostly keeping to themselves.  Neither ever married.   

The connection between the Clarks and Stewarts dates back at least to the 1940s when my 
grandparents, Harold and Caroline purchased the neighbouring farm.  They both suffered through the 
NCC expropriation of their farms and both families remained by renting their farms back from the 
federal government.  My own father assisted Ernest with the paperwork for his purebred Clydesdale 
horses through the years; something that I continued after my father was gone.   

Georgina was blessed with good health and a good memory until only recently.  When I embarked on 
my church history project in 2003, Georgina would always remark when I visited, that she couldn’t 
remember anything.  That was until we began to chit chat.  Then the stories began to flow.  She was 
always patient with me as I asked her to repeat details until they were clear in my mind.  Her generosity 
in sharing stories was amazing, and equally how these stories dated back to as early as the Spanish 
Flu Epidemic of 1918/1919.  I am saddened that there will be no opportunities to have any more of 
those chats.  It has been those experiences with Georgina that have helped kindle my interest in local 
history and wishing that I could have had similar chats with my own grandparents.   

I am thankful to Georgina for sharing those many stories of the old days that are now etched in my 
mind and some of which now appear in my book.   

Georgina was a modest, strong and honest woman.  She was always quite clear about her views on 
many subjects, something that I always found refreshing.  Above all, she provided a window to old 
rural life that is now almost gone.  

Thank you Georgina.  What you have done for me is more than you could have possibly imagined.  Rest 
in Peace. 



Louisa Lois Stewart (1922-2011) 

• Daughter of Richard and Georgina Stewart 
• Sister of Ernie and Georgina Stewart and Edith Smith. 

  



Georgina Stewart (née Marshall) (1885-1930) 

• Wife of Richard Stewart, mother of Georgina, Ernie and Louisa Stewart and Edith Smith 
• Georgina and Richard married on January 8, 1908. 

 

  



 

  



James Stewart (1867-1945) 

• Brother of Richard, Thomas (twin) and Mary Jane Stewart 
• Husband of Bella Stewart.  They had been married on August 21, 1912.  He had previously been 

married to Margaret Ann née Cummings (1864-1910).  

    

Ellen Isabella ‘Bella’ Stewart (née Borthwick) (1880-1948) 

• Wife of James Stewart 

  



Mary Jane Stewart (1876-1946) 

• Sister of Thomas, James, and Richard Stewart 
• She lived with brother Thomas and long-time farmhand Samuel Jackson at the corner of Albion 

Road and Leitrim Road, which is now an industrial park. 

     



Richard Stewart (1871-1942) 

• Husband of Georgina Stewart, father of Georgina, Ernie and Louisa Stewart and Edith Smith 
• The Stewart farm was located at 4460 Bank Street 

  



Thomas Stewart (1867-1935) 

• Thomas served as a Warden at St. James for many during the early 20th century. 
• Brother of Richard, James and Mary Jane Stewart.  He also had a twin brother, James Stewart. 
• Lived with his sister Mary Jane and Scottish homechild and farm hand Samuel Jackson at the 

corner of Albion Road and Leitrim Road.  Following Mary Jane’s death in 1946, the property was 
inherited by Samuel Jackson.  The property was later acquired by Caroline Clark who rented the 
house out to the family of Josef and Anelia Czerenko.  It is now an industrial park 

  



Samuel Jackson (1897-1983) 

• Samuel was a Scottish homechild who became a long-time farmhand who lived with siblings 
Thomas and Mary Jane Stewart at the corner of Albion Road and Leitrim Road.  He would 
eventually inherit the property before it was sold to Caroline Clark, wife of Harold Clark Sr. 

• Sam was a Warden at St. James during the late 1930s, and had served in the Sunday School back 
to late 1920s. 

  



Clara Edith Stuart (née MacKenzie) (1935-2021) 

• Wife of Ron Stuart and sister of Anne Hawley.  Clara and Ron married on December 5, 1959. 
• Clara was an active member of the St. James Ladies Guild in 2000s 

                             

 



Ronald Kenneth ‘Ron’ Stuart (1935-2017) 

• Husband of Clara Stuart 
• Ron was the chair of St. James Parish Council in the 2000s until his death. 

  



Florence ‘Irene’ Tutchings (née Blow) (1907-1981) 

• Wife of Jim Tutchings.  They married on July 3, 1937. 
• Active in the St. James Ladies Guild in the 1960s and 1970s and President during the late 1950s. 

      

 

  



G.E. James ‘Jim’ Tutchings (1903-1977) 

• Husband of Irene Tutchings 
• The Tutchings farm was on the east side of Hawthorne Road, just south of Leitrim Road. 

 

 


